






DSA PROPOSAL: 
SHADE SAIL INSTALLATION 
ROSS STREET PLAZA STAGE
SPRING 2 0 2 6



Purpose
Downtown Salmon Arm is proposing the purchase and installation of shade sails from Shade Sails Canada at the 

Ross Street Plaza Stage to provide essential sun protection for performers, audiences, and plaza users during the 

summer months, while also enhancing the vibrancy of this highly utilized community space.

Project Overview

The proposed installation includes:

     Infrastructure: 3 poles and 5 sails, designed for seasonal installation and removal.

     Timeline: Initial install spring 2026, then installed annually approximately early May and removed in   

     October.

    Management: DSA to contract and cover the cost of the initial purchase and installation, with 

     potential sponsorship support and is asking the COSA for support in annual maintenance.
     

     Cost: $25,967.20 for materials and installation
     

     

     Recent technology improvements to the pole system have made this project more attainable for our organization to 
     manage the upfront investment. 



Com m un it y Be n e fit s

1.Health &  Comfort
⚬ Provide much-needed shade during the summer months, reducing sun exposure risks for performers, 

vendors, and the public who use Ross Street Plaza. 
⚬ Mitigates heat around the “heat island” of the Ross Street parking lot, encouraging safe use of the space. 

  2. Support for Community Events
⚬ The shade sails will directly benefit many activations hosted at the Ross Street Plaza Stage, including; 

• Downtown Farmer’s Market

• Gathering Together, Multicultural Day Festival

• Theatre On the Edge

• ROOTSandBLUES “Tuned Up” Concerts

  3. Aesthetic & Vibrancy
⚬   Adds colour, whimsy, and visual appeal to the plaza - reinforcing downtown Salmon Arm as a vibrant, 

welcoming destination. 



Ma in t e n a nce  & Wa rra n t y

To ensure the longevity of the sails, DSA is requesting the City of Salmon Arm commit to the Shade Sails Canada’s 

“Drop & Fly” Program, for a term of 15 years, which provides professional annual installation and removal services.
  

• What:  Shade Sails Canada travel from Revelstoke  twice yearly to professionally install and remove the sails per 

their manufacturer’s specifications.

• Cost: $20,160

• Coverage: One removal in late fall and re-installation in spring

• Warranty: Program extends the manufacturer warranty annually, up to 15 years. If maintenance is done 

independently, the warranty expires.

• Value: The City’s investment in the Drop & Fly program would be close but less than the upfront cost of the sails 

and infrastructure, protecting the City’s asset.



Ad d re ss in g  Po t e n t ia l Con ce rn s

• Extended Shade / Misuse: While shade could invite longer use of the space, the benefits of sun protection 

outweigh potential misuse. With expanded bylaw personnel in Salmon Arm over the past 18 months, and 

RCMP foot patrol increases, there is consistent and effective monitoring of public spaces.

• Minimal Footprint:  The design relies on poles that occupy minimal space and do not damage grass, trees, or 

pedestrian circulation.

• Damage to Grass: The grass will get sunlight throughout parts of the day, as well as diffused light through 

the shade cloth, which also keeps the grass cooler, holds in moisture for longer, and also protects the grass 

from excessive heat. The shade cloth quoted is Gale Pacific brand, 'Commercial 95', a monofilament and 

tape with a generously loose weave. 

Re q ue s t  t o  Coun cil

Downtown Salmon Arm respectfully requests that the City of Salmon Arm:

         1. Approve  the purchase and installation of the shade sails at Ross Street Plaza Stage, recognizing 

          this as an enhancement to municipal land and a long-term community asset.

          2. Cost for the 15-year term is $20,160, less than the amount of the initial material and installation costs 

covered by Downtown Salmon Arm. 





QUESTIONS?
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